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Editing Mode

: command mode
ESC normal mode
i insert mode
v visual mode, highlight characters
V visual line mode, highlight lines

Cursor Movement
Character h (left) j (down) k (up) 1 (right)
Word w (next start) b (prev) e (next end)
Line 0 (start) $ (end) A (First non-blank)
Screen Ctrl+f (page down) Ctrl+b (page up)
File gg (first line) G (last line)

Editing Operation
Insert i (before cursor) I (line beginning)
a (after cursor) A (line end)
o (new line below) O (new line above)
Delete x (current char) dd (or :d) (current
line) D (to end of line) dw (word)

Copy and Paste

Copy yy (or Y) (current line) 3yy (3 lines)
yiw (current word without whitespace)
yaw (current word with whitespace)
y$ (to end of line)

Paste p (paste after) P (paste before)

u Undo the last action
U Undo all latest changes made to the line
Ctrl+r Redo the last action

o< N

Search and Replace

Search /pattern (from current cursor)
n (next match) N (prev match)
Replace :s/old/new/g (replace in cur line)
:%s/old/new/g (replace in all lines)
:%s/old/new/gc (replace with confirm)

File Operation
:w Save current changes
‘w <filename> Save changes to another file
:q Exit but it will fail with unsaved change
:q! Exit without saving changes
'wq (or :x) Save changes and exit
:e <filename> Open a new file

Window Management

:split (or :sp) split window horizontally
:vsplit (or :vs) split window vertically
:new open a new window horizontally
:vnew open a new window horizontally
Ctrl-w switch cursor between windows
Ctrl-wr rotate window positions

Shell Command
:shell Open separate command prompt
exit Exit command prompt

Customization
:set number Show line numbers
:set tabstop=<N> Change tab width
:set hlsearch Highlight search matches

:set autoindent Enable auto indentation
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Use FEEFIPERSIES to lst o
:syntax
:make

i modified,
Write current file
Write current file and quit

11 fles sourced during initialization.

Enable and configure syntax highlighting
UoeSy"Syme. Hronstart to resrow
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‘is Swists et tabstop  ts Columns per tabstop
usespacesonly | n | n o on  shiftwidth sw Columns per &€
EEEREE e

Setnto desired tab width (default 8)  expandiab et gRaby
MIXING TABS AND SPACES IS RIGHT

ouT,
(that means don't do It.)

serts spaces

Replace al tabs with spaces according to current
tabstop setting

:retab

fleformat . Try changing this if your line-endings are messed up

st Display whitespace visibly according to listchars
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Its even easier if you map Caps Lock to Control!
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Put BRGSO In your [WIHEE o you can type i in Commanine:
mode to refer to the diectory of the current file, reqmelm of .

Supply % as a ran in the file.
+%s/Scribbl/Design/ “Scribbled” -> “Designed

‘Specify the "G flag to apply the substitution o every match on a line.

s/l[d1a)//g “badly” -> "by" s-f1o0n

Vim supports meny reguiar expression features.

is/. kiax/ “Mook” > “Max” n vt b
Use AL instead of & if you want to search across multple lines.

:%s/heat\_ sBung / -> “Cantor” "

Run 2 compiler and enter quickfix mode

:! command.

1 shel

! command

Use FEATINEN and FIGEEH to quickly jump backward and farward in a file's history.

:read

Read external program output into current file

‘Special escapes can be used to change the case of substitutions.
is\(f.\)_WMAE “foobar” - "FOObar"
Use 5g10Bal (o perform a command on matching lines.

+g/foobar /d Delete all lines containing “foabar™

v siashes, just use a ¥

delimiter,

i5_Data/Lore_Brent Spiner_
Use = to evaluate expressions with replacement groups.
LN\ \=submatch(@) + 1.9 "10257-> 721 367

cmd
i_cmd
v_cmd
c_cmd
remd

:set
:set
opt
:set
:set

:1s

:b path
:bn
:bnext
:bprev
:bdelete
redit
renew

isplit
ivsplit
w hjkl
Aw HJKL
wor
AWO+—<>
Aw T
tonly
:bufdo

‘foption’
:helpgrep

opt?
noopt

opt=
opt+=val
recho &opt

Normal mode cmd help

Insert mode cmd help

Visual mode card help

Command-iine editing cmd help

Command-line cmd help

Option help

Search through all help docs!

<CR>» "m
<Tab> ~
<C=n>

<M-n>
<Esc>
<BS»

<Del>
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1 WORD
e —— Hdden b Lets you switch buffers without saving
laststatus. Is Show status line never (0), always (2) or with 2+ windows (1)
Turn off flag opt.
hisearch his  Highlight search matches. Also see "highlight
Tam on flag opt. number  nu Show line numbers
val oo Showcmd sc Show commands 35 you type them
ler fu Showline and column number of the cursor
prEsiioilis ool ‘backspace  bs. ‘Set to"2" to make backspace work |ike sane editors.
Access opt as a varisvie wrap Control line wrapping
background by Set to dark'if you have a dark color scheme

) outtors.

List all open fles

3Jump to unique file matching path.
CTob 1 sl though avalole completionst

Jump o file 1, Aumber from first colum of is
Jump to next fle

Jump to previous fle

Remave file from the buffer st

Open a file for editing

Open a blank new il for editing

Split current window horizontally

Split current window vertically
Move cursor to window feft, below, above or to
the right of the current window.

Move current window to left, bottom, top, or
right of screen

Rotate windows clockwise

Increase/decrease current window height/with
Move current window to a new tab

Close all windows except current indow

Execute a command in each open file

REGISTERS ... CLIPBOARDS
Al commans that delete, eopy, or paste text use registers. To change which register
is used by  command, type the register before the command. The default register is
Called “the unnamed register”, and it i invoked with 2 pair of double-quotes (). Typ-
ing 88 or § is the same as typing 888 or B . Think of the first [ as » short way
of saying “register”, so i is pronounced “register [, and [, register &~

:registers
:echo @r

"/

n The black hole
ister

View all current registers
Access register x as a variable

Lest search
St register  Contains the last patter you searched for

Use this to delete without clabbering any
register (F2d)

"9 s Contains the fast text you yanked
" Last big delete
1 i) Contains the last line(s) you deleted
" 5ig delete Every time "1 is written to, ts content s
2 - 9 register stack  pushed to 2, then 2 to 3, and 0 on.
" Smalldelete  Contains the last text you deleted within
- single fine
Ifthe O Integration gods smile upon
-+ System clipboard  you, this register reads and writes to your
System ci
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Command Mode ESC (commands preceded by :)

Insertion Mode Entered on insertion or change

Starting VI (command line)

vi <filename> Edit filename

vi -r <filename> Edit last version of filename after crash

vi +n <filename> Edit filename at line n

vi + <filename> Edit filename at end of file

vi +istr <filename>  Edit filename at first occurance of str

In insertion mode the following should be preceded by ESC:

w Save

X Save & Exit

q Exit if no changes made
q! Exit & discard any changes
hor « Cursor left

jor ¥ Cursor down

kor A Cursor up

lor b Cursor right

w Next word

w Next blank delimited word
b Start of word

B Start of blank delimited word
e End of word

E End of blank delimited word
( Back a sentence

) Forward a sentence

{ Back a paragraph

} Forward a paragraph

0 Beginning of line

S End of the line

1G Start of file

G End of file

n nth line of file

f<char>  Forward to char

F<char> Backto char

H Top of screen

M Middle of screen

L Bottom of screen

% Matching bracket

gg Start of document

Inserting Text

i Insert before cursor

a Append after cursor

Insert before line

A Append after line

o Add new line after current line

o Add new line before current line

r Overwrite one character

R Overwrite many characters

r <file> Reads file and inserts it after this line
p Put after the position or line

P Put before the position or line

C Rewrite the whole line

X Delete character to right of cursor
X Delete character to left of cursor

D Delete the rest of line

ddor:d Delete current line

ndw Deletes the next n words

ndb Deletes the previous n words

ndd Deletes n lines starting with current
xyd Delete lines x through y

ir <file>

Reads file and inserts it after this line
d{nav_cmd} Overwrite many characters

ir <file> Reads file and inserts it after this Iinel

Searching

[string Search forward for string
?string  Search backwards for string
n Go to next match

N Go to previous match
:setic Ignare case while searching

isetnoic  Case-sensitive searching

:setnu Turn on line numbers

xygfstr  Search for str from line x to line 'y

:g/str/cmd Run cmd on lines containing str

* Search for next instance of current word
# Search for last instance of current word

Replacing
:s/pt/str/flag Replace pattern with string

Flags

g Replace all occurrences of pattern
c Confirm replaces

& Repeat last :s command

Download this Help Sheet now at gosquared.com/liquidicity

Put it on your wall Referenced from http:

rw.lagmonster.org/docs/vi.html

u

Undo last change
J
Join lines

nJ
Join next n lines

Repeat last command

u

Undo all changes to line
N

Open split screen

v

Visual mode

ctrl+ ¢
Escape insert mode
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